University of North Carolina at Charlotte                      PHIL 03-30-09
Revised Undergraduate

Course and Curriculum Proposal From:  Department of Philosophy
Revision of Undergraduate Curriculum in Philosophy

A. Proposal Summary and Catalog Copy.  
1. Summary.  The Department of Philosophy proposes to:

Bold=Proposed Course Titles/Numbers/Descriptions

Underline=Current Course Titles/Numbers/Descriptions
· Remove twelve courses from the curriculum:

PHIL 2165 (Introduction to Political Philosophy; there are no 2000-level courses

of this type)
PHIL 2175 (Professional Ethics; see new specific professional ethics courses proposed below) 
PHIL 3050 (Topics)

PHIL 3201 (Meaning of Death)

PHIL 3207 (Narrative Philosophy)

PHIL 3214 (Contemporary Philosophy; all courses have contemporary parts)

PHIL 3219 (History of Ethical Theory; see new PHIL 3210)

PHIL 3221 (Ethics; see new PHIL 3210)

PHIL 3265 (Theory of Knowledge; see new PHIL 3430)

PHIL 3275 (Metaphysics; see new PHIL 3430)

PHIL 3792 (Honors Thesis II; drop is subject to approval from Honors Council)
PHIL 4050 (Topics)

· Modify course titles and/or descriptions for:  All current courses except (i) the twelve courses just listed to be removed from the curriculum, and (ii) PHIL 2101, PHIL 2102, and PHIL 2105
· Modify only course numbers for the following courses:

Medieval Philosophy, from PHIL 3212 to PHIL 3110
Internship in Applied Ethics, from PHIL 3452 to PHIL 3380
Practicum in Philosophy, from PHIL 3851 to PHIL 3600
Research Methods and Publication, from PHIL 3853 to PHIL 3605
Independent Study, from PHIL 3859 to PHIL 3610
· Add eleven new courses to the curriculum:

PHIL 3030, 20th Century Philosophy
PHIL 3120, 19th Century Philosophy
PHIL 3190, Topics in History/Genealogy
PHIL 3210, Ethical Theory
PHIL 3310, IT Ethics

PHIL 3320, Engineering Ethics
PHIL 3390, Topics in Ethics/Aesthetics
PHIL 3410, Knowledge and Reality
PHIL 3590, Topics in Knowledge/Language
PHIL 3830, Philosophy and Race

PHIL 3990, Topics in Identity/Society

· Increase credit hours required for a major from 30 to 33

· No longer offer the Traditional or Applied Concentrations for Majors

· No longer require the following course for a major:

PHIL 3214, Contemporary Philosophy

· Group all our regular courses into the following six topical areas:

Introduction to Philosophy (3 credits)

Logic (3 credits) 
History/Genealogy (9 credits)

Ethics/Aesthetics (Ethical Theory) (6 credits)

Knowledge/Language (Knowledge and Reality) (6 credits)

Identity/Society (Social-Political Philosophy) (6 credits)



And require the following 7 courses from these six areas:

PHIL 2101 or PHIL 2102, Introduction to Philosophy
PHIL 2105, Logic

PHIL 3010, Ancient Philosophy 

PHIL 3020, Modern Philosophy

PHIL 3210, Ethical Theory
PHIL 3410, Knowledge and Reality
PHIL 3810, Social and Political Philosophy

· Additional credit hours for major to be distributed as described in revised Catalog Copy (Section G2)

· Increase credit hours required for a Minor from 15 to 18

· Require the following 2 courses for a minor:

PHIL 2101 or PHIL 2102 (W), Introduction to Philosophy; and

PHIL 1105, Critical Thinking OR PHIL 2105, Logic OR PHIL 3510,Advanced Logic

· Additional credit hours for minor to be distributed as described in revised Catalog Copy (Section G2)

2. Proposed Catalog Copy.  Because this proposal affects almost every course in our curriculum, we have attached below (Section G2) revised Catalogue Copy and course descriptions for the entire, resulting curriculum. 

B. Justification.

1. Identify the need addressed by the proposal and explain how the proposed action meets the need.
The Philosophy Department currently has a two-track major, Traditional and Applied.  The original rationale for the applied track was twofold: (A) Many of our students are first attracted to philosophy because of their interests in applied areas, such as ethics (business, IT, health-care, engineering, and the like) or social-political philosophy (e.g. feminism, social justice, or other current issues).  (B) Most of our faculty have research interests in applied philosophy (though almost always in combination with traditional areas of research).  Over time, we have found it harder and harder to explain to our students the difference between the traditional and applied tracks for several reasons.  First of all, the tracks overlap since all majors currently have to take the history sequence (plus logic and Introduction to Philosophy) because we want our students to be well trained in the history of philosophy: Ancient (Plato and Aristotle), Modern (Descartes and Kant), and Contemporary Philosophy.  Second, as we introduced new or topics courses, it always seemed that each one could fall under either track.  Third, and most important, we have always taught the traditional courses with a contemporary applied emphasis, and always included traditional theory in the applied courses (e.g., ethical theory for all our applied ethics courses).

So we have decided that it would be best for our students to change the two-track major and, instead, to integrate the tracks into a single major (with comparable adjustments for the minor).  We believe that we can continue to attract students with the applied topics, yet better ensure that they graduate with a sound background in philosophy.  This change is especially important for students considering graduate work in philosophy (which more of our students are doing), but it is crucial for all our students.

We will continue to require Introduction to Philosophy (PHIL 2101 or 2102 [W]) and Logic (PHIL 2105).  Our remaining courses will be divided into four main areas listed below, each having a double title to reflect the earlier two-track major and to capture the range of subject matter within each area.  Each area will have at least one required course (listed in parentheses below), and will include a list of elective courses (described later in this proposal).

History/Genealogy (Ancient Philosophy, Modern Philosophy) (9 credits)
Ethics/Aesthetics (Ethical Theory) (6 credits)

Knowledge/Language (Knowledge and Reality) (6 credits)

Identity/Society (Social-Political Philosophy) (6 credits)

As a result of these changes, majors will have to complete 33 credits rather than the current 30 (plus the language requirement).  The Honors Council has approved (Section G4) a reduction by 3 the credits required for honor students in philosophy so that they will not have to take any additional courses.

2. Discuss prerequisites/corequisites for course(s) including class-standing.
We do not have any prerequisites/corequisites for any of the new courses we are proposing, nor for any that are being changed only in title or description.  However, as before, we will continue to advise our students to take lower-level courses before taking upper-level courses.  Our senior seminar and any other course designed exclusively for majors or minors will be limited to those students.

3. Demonstrate that course numbering is consistent with the level of academic advancement of students for whom it is intended.
All the new courses we are proposing are at the 3000 level and are thus intended for advanced students, though (per #2 above) we do not require prerequisites/corequisites.

4. In general, how will this proposal improve the scope, quality and/or efficiency of programs and/or instruction?
Our proposal will make the rationale and structure of our major/minor courses clearer to philosophy students and to all other students taking philosophy courses.  They will see better how the various courses relate to one another, how they are related to other disciplines, and how they have an applied dimension.

C. Impact.

1. What group(s) of students will be served by this proposal?  (Undergraduate and/or graduate; majors and/or non-majors, others?  Explain).  Describe how you determine which students will be served.
Undergraduate majors and minors will be mostly directly impacted by this proposal, but we believe that all students taking philosophy courses will have a better sense of the relevance of philosophy to their studies.  In short, an additional effect of this proposal is that it will clarify and enhance the interdisciplinary nature of our courses.


2. What effect will this proposal have on existing courses and curricula?
a.  When and how often will added course(s) be taught?
We are renumbering all our courses so that they fit the four areas of study, and within each area the courses with lower numbers (e.g., 3210 and 3220 within the 3200-3399 range) will be offered more often than the courses with higher numbers within that same range.
b.  How will the content and/or frequency of offering of other courses be affected?

The required courses will of course be offered more regularly than others, so keeping to a predictable schedule for these courses will affect the frequency of the electives, especially so long as our staffing is tight.  The content of the non-required courses has been recalibrated (if they are existing) or designed (if they are new) to complement the required courses, just as the required courses have been recalibrated or designed to prepare students for the courses that follow.
c.  What is the anticipated enrollment in course(s) added (for credit and auditors)?

We are raising our enrollment caps to the following levels:

Introduction to Philosophy: 40 (though the W version is limited to 25)

Logic: 45 (online will be set at 60 or higher, if possible)

3000-level courses: 35
      d.  How will enrollment in other courses be affected?  How did you determine this?

The demand for our courses is sufficient across the board to raise the enrollment caps without radically altering the necessary discussion component of all our classes.

 
e.  If course(s) has been offered previously under special topics numbers, give details of experience including number of times taught and enrollment figures.

The following new courses have been taught as topics courses: Philosophy and Race, Engineering Ethics, and IT Ethics.  Each attracted relatively small enrollments (15-20), but we expect the enrollment to increase the more regularly the courses are taught and the more we promote them to other units.
f.  Identify other areas of catalog copy that would be affected, e.g., curriculum outlines, requirements for the degree, etc.

We have included the entire catalog copy (Section G2) because it is being totally re-written.

D. Resources Required to Support Proposal.


When added resources are not required, indicate “none”.  For items which require “none” explain how this determination was made.

1. Personnel
a.  No additional new faculty, part-time teaching, student assistant and/or increased load on present faculty is required, since all new courses can be taught by at least one current faculty member. 
b.  Qualified faculty members interested in teaching the new course(s):

PHIL 3030, 20th Century Philosophy:  Gay, Bianchi, Boisvert, Hull, James, Kelly
PHIL 3120, 19th Century Philosophy:  Gay, Hull, James, Kelly

PHIL 3190, Topics in History/Genealogy:  Many faculty

PHIL 3210, Ethical Theory:  Boisvert, Hull, Rasmussen, Tong 

PHIL 3310, IT Ethics:  Haris, Hull
PHIL 3320, Engineering Ethics:  Haris, Hull
PHIL 3390, Topics in Ethics/Aesthetics:  Many faculty

PHIL 3410, Knowledge and Reality:  Boisvert, Croy

PHIL 3430, Mind, Cognition, Behavior: Boisvert, Croy
PHIL 3590, Topics in Knowledge/Language:  Many faculty

PHIL 3630, Philosophy and Race:  James, Souffrant
PHIL 3990, Topics in Identity/Society:  Many faculty


2. Physical Facility.  No additional resources, since all new courses will be taught in regular classrooms.

3. Equipment and Supplies.  No additional resources, since all new courses require equipment and supplies similar to those required by our current courses.

4. Computer.  No additional resources, since none of these courses requires additional computer work by students. 

5. Audio-Visual.  No additional resources, since none of these courses requires additional audio-visual work by students. 

6. Other Resources.  No additional resources, since all new courses require resources similar to those required by our current courses. 


7. Indicate source(s) of funding for new/additional resources required to support this proposal.  No additional funding for resources is required.


E. Consultation with the Library and Other Departments or Units


1. Library Consultation

A penultimate draft of this entire proposal was sent on April 1, 2009 to Judith Van Noate, Humanties Reference Librarian, for consultation.  Her report is attached below  (Section G3).  Please note that some of the course numbers referred to by Ms Van Noate have since been modified in this final proposal.
2. Consultation with other departments or units

The following CLAS units have attached (i) a Short Form proposal (Section G4) to modify their course requirements and/or course descriptions to ensure consistency with the proposed revisions to the Philosophy curriculum, as well as (ii) the required  Short Signature Sheet:

Africana Studies

American Studies

Communication Studies

Gerontology

Women and Gender Studies

The following units and Colleges have attached (Section G4) letters of support for this proposal:

Africana Studies

Cognitive Science

Computer Science
Lee College of Engineering

Women and Gender Studies

The following units and Colleges have confirmed via email (Section G4) that they are aware of the proposed revisions to the Philosophy curriculum:

Art History

Belk College of Business

International Studies

Languages and Culture

Political Science

Public Health Sciences

The University Honors Committee has approved (Section G4) revisions to the requirements for Honors in Philosophy, as described in the revised catalog copy (Section G2).
The Philosophy Department is not aware of any other unit or College affected by the proposed revisions to the Philosophy curriculum.

F. Initiation and Consideration of the Proposal


1. Originating Unit
During the Fall 2008 semester, the Philosophy Department Curriculum Committee completed an exhaustive review of our current curriculum, which included a review of current faculty teaching expertise, course offerings from the previous four years, and faculty understanding of the Traditional/Applied Philosophy Concentration distinction.  In light of these findings, Department faculty as a whole designed this new, proposed curriculum during a series of Department meetings held during the Spring 2009 semester.  At a February 23, 2009 meeting, Department faculty unanimously approved the six proposed course categories and credit hour distribution requirements.  Department faculty unanimously approved all other modifications at a March 30, 2009 meeting.  

2. Other Considering Units
No other actionable consideration is required on behalf of other units. 

G. Attachments

1. Course outline(s) for seven of the proposed new courses.  (No outline has been included for proposed Topics courses (PHIL 3190, 3390, 3590, 3990), though course descriptions for these have been provided in Section G1 (pp. 8-23).)
PHIL 3030  Twentieth Century Philosophy, pp. 8-10
PHIL 3120  Nineteenth Century Philosophy, pp. 11-12
PHIL 3210  Ethical Theory—pp. 13-14
PHIL 3310  IT Ethics—pp. 15-16
PHIL 3320  Engineering Ethics—pp. 17-18
PHIL 3410  Knowledge and Reality—pp. 19-21
PHIL 3830  Philosophy and Race—pp. 22-23
2. Entire, Resulting Catalog Copy and Course Descriptions—pp. 24-31
3. Consultation on Library Holdings—pp. 32-38
4. Relevant documentation of consultations with other units

Short Form Proposals and Short Signature Sheets

Africana Studies—pp. 40-44
American Studies—pp. 45-48
Communication Studies—pp. 49-53
Gerontology—pp. 54-57
Women and Gender Studies—pp. 58-62
Letters of Support

Cognitive Science—p. 63
Computer Science—p. 64
Lee College of Engineering—p. 65
Women and Gender Studies—p. 66
Email Confirmations

Art History—pp. 67-68
Belk College of Business—pp. 69-72
International Studies—pp. 73-74
Languages and Culture—pp. 75-76
Political Science—pp. 77-78
Public Health Sciences—pp. 79-82
5.  Long Signature Sheet—pp. 83
G1.  Course Outlines for Proposed New Courses

PHIL 3030: Twentieth Century Philosophy
Course Description 

This course investigates important developments in 20th Century Western philosophy.

In particular, we will focus on the developments of the Analytic, Continental, and American philosophical traditions and their respective answers to some interesting, and important,  metaphilosophical questions: (i) What is the proper role of philosophy?  (ii) What is the proper methodology of philosophy?  (iii) How ought philosophy relate to the sciences and to society?  Philosophy has often responded to these questions concerning its "reason for being."  However, because of the rapid developments within and apparent successes of the sciences (especially physics) and the new logic of the latter half of the nineteenth century,  answering these questions at the turn of the 20th Century became vital.  One issue on which all three traditions came to agree, however, was the importance of increasing focus on the workings of language, communication, and interpretation in order to better understand and resolve some difficult theoretical and practical problems.

Our course, therefore, will investigate developments in 20th Century philosophy in light of the following themes and questions: 

· Theme 1:  Philosophy, Science, and Logic

· What is the purpose of philosophy?

· What are the proper relations among philosophy, science, and logic?

· Theme 2:  Foundations

· Are there any "ultimate" foundations upon which to build one's worldview?  E.g., are there any ultimate foundations of knowledge, of science, or of living?

· Why the desire to search for such ultimate foundations?

· Theme 3:  Experience

· What are the various conceptions of experience?  E.g., sense perceptual experience, conscious experience, experience derived from trial and error.

· What is the proper role of experience in the activity of philosophy?

· Theme 4:  Language, Meaning, and Communication

· Why the increased focus in the Twentieth Century on language, meaning, and communication?

· What are the proper relations among language, mind/consciousness, and the world?

· How does communication occur?

· How, if at all, can a better understanding of these relations and of the workings of communication help us to solve philosophical problems or to live better lives?

· Theme 5:  Theory and Praxis

· What is the proper balance of theory and practice in developing one's worldview?

As best we can, we will also try to understand the philosophical developments within their historical context, including:

· The Assumptions and the Dream of the Enlightenment:  There is a separate, mind-independent world that we can discover and understand through the appropriate application of reason

· The Fuel of the Enlightenment:  The apparent successes of the sciences and of the "scientific method"

· Acceptance of the Theory of Evolution and Natural Selection:  Human beings, as part of the natural world, evolve like every other living species via natural selection

· Effects of the Industrial Revolution and Western Imperialism:  The effects of the rise of capitalism and the spread of its technology and its culture

· A Century of Horror:  The Twentieth Century as one of unprecedented interpersonal, and impersonal, horror and atrocity
Required Texts
Baillie, James.  Contemporary Analytic Philosophy, 2nd Ed (Prentice Hall, 2003).  ISBN:  013099068x

May, Todd.  Twentieth Century Continental Philosophy (Prentice Hall, 1997).  ISBN:  0134508262

Michaels Edwards, Anne.  Writing to Learn: An Introduction to Writing Philosophical Essays (McGraw Hill, 1999).  ISBN: 0-07-365504-X

Various Articles to be downloaded from the course website.

Recommended Text

Delecampagne, Christian.  A History of Philosophy in the Twentieth Century (The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999).  ISBN:  0801868149.

 

Topics and Assignments

The following provides the structure for what we will be reading and discussing in this course.  We will remain flexible as to which of these particular readings we discuss and when we discuss them.  You are responsible for getting up-to-date information on the current reading assignments, which I will announce in class and post on the course web site.  

(B) = Baillie, Contemporary Analytic Philosophy
(M) = May, Twentieth Century Continental Philosophy

(W) = Can be found on Course Web Site

 

	Date
	Part
	Focus
	Readings and Assignments

	
	Course Introduction
	What are we doing in this course? 

Themes of 20th Century philosophy and its historical context
	(W)  Delecampagne, "The Sure Path of Science," Ch. 1 of A History of Philosophy in the Twentieth Century

(W)  Delecampagne, "Philosophies of the End," Ch. 2 of A History of Philosophy in the Twentieth Century

	
	Part I:  Reason and Experience: The Purpose of Philosophy and Philosophy's Relations to Science and Logic 
	Some Foundations of Pragmatism
	(W)  Peirce, "How to Make Our Ideas Clear" and "The Fixation of Belief"

(W)  Stanford Encyclopedia Entry on Peirce, Sections 1, 4, and 5:  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/peirce/ 

	
	
	
	(W)  Dewey, "The Construction of Good," from "The Quest for Certainty"

	
	 
	Some Foundations of Continental Philosophy
	(M)  May, pp. 1-5 

(M)  Husserl, "Introduction to The Idea of Phenomenology"

	
	 
	
	(M)  May, pp. 5-8

(M)  Heidegger, "Letter on Humanism"

	
	 
	Some Foundations of Analytic Philosophy
	(B)  Baillie, pp. 1-7

(B)  Frege, "On Sense and Reference"

	
	 
	 
	(B)  Baillie, pp. 24-31

(B)  Russell, "On Denoting"

Discussion of Russell, Wittgenstein, and Logical Atomism

	
	 
	
	(B) Baillie, pp. 131-140

(B) Carnap, "The Elimination of Metaphysics Through Logical Analysis of Language"

	
	Part II:  Language and Society:  The Interpersonal and Social Aspects of Language
	Towards Communication, Understanding, and Justice
	Discussion of Wittgenstein, Ryle, Austin, and Searle

 

(B)  Baillie, pp. 186-190, 201-206, 225-229, and 249-253

(W)  Grice, "Logic and Conversation"

	
	 
	
	(B)  Baillie, pp. 262-271

(B)  Quine "Two Dogmas of Empiricism"

	
	 
	
	Discussion of Tarski

(B)  Baillie, pp. 329, 347-352 

(B)  Davidson "Radical Interpretation"

	
	 
	
	(M)  May, pp. 21-24

(W)  Gadamer, Selections from Truth and Method

	
	 
	
	Discussion of Marxism, Structuralism, Existentialism and resulting views.

(M)  May, pp. 8-29

(M)  May, pp. 34-36

	
	
	 
	(W)  Habermas, Selections from Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action

	
	Putting it all together
	What We Did in This Course?

Resources for Recent Developments
	(M)  May, pp. 32-34

(M)  Derrida, "Differance"

	
	
	
	


PHIL 3120:  Nineteenth Century Philosophy

Course Description

The study of nineteenth century philosophy can be approached from many angles.  I propose here to study it according to the development of one of the most important and continuous problems which emerged in it: that of history.  What is history?  What does it mean to say something is “historical?”  How does this designation relate to questions of religious providence?  Is there meaning in history?  If so, where does this meaning come from?  What is its nature?  For whom is history meaningful?  These sorts of questions dominated much of the work in 19th century (primarily German) philosophy, and they continue to haunt us today.  It would not be unfair to say that much (most?) twentieth-century continental thought takes its bearings from these questions and from its confrontation with such figures as Hegel, Marx and Nietzsche.  Insofar as much twentieth century Anglo-American philosophy takes its bearings either from an extension of the Kantian problematic opposed by the thinkers listed above, or from an outright rejection of the relevance of “historical” questions, this Anglo-American philosophy is also profoundly influenced and/or challenged by the nineteenth century questions of history.

Hence, in this course, we will look closely at representative texts from a number of important nineteenth-century thinkers as they work through problems of history and historicity.

Texts:

Immanuel Kant.  Political Writings, ed. Hans Reiss, trans. H. B. Nisbet, 2nd ed.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1991.

F. W. J. von Schelling.  On the History of Modern Philosophy, trans. Andrew Bowie.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1994.

G. W. F. Hegel.  Introduction to the Philosophy of History, trans. Leo Rauch.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 1988.

Karl Marx.  The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd ed., ed. Robert C. Tucker.  New York: W. W. Norton, 1978.

Søren Kierkegaard.  Fear and Trembling, ed. and trans. Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983.

Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life, trans. Peter Preuss.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 1980.

I will discuss in lecture form some other relevant thinkers (e.g., Feuerbach), and will at times supplement the reading with items on reserve (e.g., from Hegel’s Logic).

Course Outline
	Week
	Readings

	1


	Kant, “Theory/Practice,” “Idea for a Universal History,” “What is Enlightenment”

	2-3
	Schelling, “Kant, Fichte and the System,” and “The Philosophy of Nature”



	4-6
	Hegel, “Introduction” with supplements from the Logic and Philosophy of Right


	7
	Schelling, “Hegel”



	8
	Catch Up, Review, and Exam

	9-12
	Marx: “Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right,” “Alienated Labor,” “Theses on Feuerbach,” “On the Fetishism of Commodities,” “The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.”



	12-13
	Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling


	14-15
	Nietzsche, On the Advantage…


	16-17
	Catch Up, Review, and Exam


PHIL 3210:  Ethical Theory
Course Objectives and Description:  Ethics is a form of practical reason, that is, reason about what to do.  More specifically, it is practical reasoning about morality.  This course will explore select major normative ethical theories with a view to understanding both how they think about morality, and how those theories reflect metaethical commitments about the nature of practical reasoning more generally.  This is primarily a course in ethical theory, and so our work will focus on theory, and not its applications.

Required Texts and Materials: There are three books; the other readings are available on the course web site as PDF files, generally scanned from books (I’ve included the citations if you have access to the books). You should do the reading for a class before that class meets.  That way, you’ll be able to follow discussion and lecture.  You’ll also be able to pass the reading quizzes.

The following books and articles will constitute the bulk of our reading and preparation for class.  We'll remain flexible as to when and what we will read.  You are responsible for remaining up-to-date with the course calendar, which will remain updated on the course web site.

Books to Get (at the bookstore or elsewhere):

Immanuel Kant, Ethical Philosophy, 2nd ed., Trans James W. Ellington.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 1995, ISBN: (0-87220-320-4)/(978-0-87220-320-4)

David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning The Principles Of Morals, Ed. J. B. Schneewind.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 1983, ISBN: (0-915145-45-6)/(978-0-915145-45-4) 

John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, 2nd ed., Ed. George Sher.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 2002, ISBN: (0-87220-605-X)/(978-0-87220-605-2)
Articles on Course Web Site:

Butler, Judith. “Precarious Life,” in Precarious Life: The Powers of Mourning and Violence.  London: Verso, 2004, 128-51.

Habermas, Jürgen. “Discourse Ethics,” in Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action, trans. Christian Lenhardt and Shierry Weber Nicholson.  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1990, 43-115.

Jagger, Allison M. “Caring as a Feminist Practice of Moral Reason,” Justice and Care: Essential Readings in Feminist Ethics, ed. Virginia Held.  Boulder, CO: Westview, 1995, 179-202.

Kant, Immanuel, “A Renewed Attempt to Answer the Question: ‘Is the Human Race Continually Improving?’” in Political Writings, ed. Hans Reiss.  Cambridge: CUP, 1991, 176-90.

Kant, Immanuel, “On the Incentives of Pure Practical Reason,” from Critique of Practical Reason, in Practical Philosophy, ed. Mary J. Gregor.  Cambridge: CUP, 1996, 198-211.

MacIntyre, Alasdair.  Selections from After Virtue.  University of Notre Dame Press, 2007.

Noddings, Nel. “Caring,” in Justice and Care: Essential Readings in Feminist Ethics, ed. Virginia Held.  Boulder, CO: Westview, 1995, 7-30.

Parfit, Derek. “The Non-Identity Problem,” in Reasons and Persons. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984, 351-80.

Parfit, Derek. “The Repugnant Conclusion,” Reasons and Persons, 381-90.
Detailed Course Outline

	Week
	Topic/Reading

	1

	First class  

	
	Introduction, Hume §1 (Of the General Principles of Morals)

	2
	Hume §§2-3 (Benevolence, Justice)

	
	Hume, §5 (Why Utility Pleases)

	3
	Hume §§7-8 (Qualities Immediately Agreeable to Ourselves/Others)

	
	Hume, §9 (Conclusion)

	4
	Hume, Appendix I, “Concerning Moral Sentiment”

	
	Mill, Utilitarianism, ch. 2

	5
	Mill, Utilitarianism, ch. 2 (cot’d)

	
	Mill, Utilitarianism, ch. 3

	6
	Mill, Utilitarianism, ch. 4

	
	Parfit, “The Non-Identity Problem”

	7
	Parfit, “The Repugnant Conclusion”

	
	Test 1

	8
	Kant: Ethics as Reason – Grounding  section I; Virtue Preface and Virtue Introduction, §1; Autonomy (from handout)

	
	Kant: Ends that are Duties – Virtue Introduction §§ II, III, VI (Maxims) and formulae for the CI from Grounding (use handout)

	9
	Kant: Perfect Duties to Oneself as an Animal Being – Virtue §§5-7

	
	Kant: Perfect Duties to Oneself as a Moral Being – Virtue §9, “On a Supposed Right to Lie,” and the setup in the Grounding (use handout)

	10
	Kant: Imperfect Duties to Self – Virtue §§19-22

	
	Kant: Imperfect Duties to Others – Virtue §§23-45.

	11
	Kant: “Incentives to Pure Practical Reason” (pdf online)

	
	Kant: “Is the Human Race Continually Improving?” (pdf online)

	12
	Habermas, “Discourse Ethics”

	
	No class – professor at conference

	13
	Habermas, “Discourse Ethics,” cot’d.

	
	Test 2

	
	Thanksgiving Break

	14
	Noddings, “Caring”

	
	Jagger, “Caring as a Feminist Practice”

	15
	Butler, “Precarious Life”

	
	Last Class, final papers due


PHIL 3310:  IT Ethics
Course Objectives and Description:  This course will focus on the relation between modern technology and ethical values (such as autonomy, democracy, etc.).  In other words, we will be looking at how different social and technological arrangements support different sets of values and different interpretations of some of the same values.  For example, what kind of democracy is supported by strong intellectual property rights?  How do these intersect with free speech?  In the first half of the course will look at some representative philosophical attempts to frame these issues.  The second half of the course will examine current questions of law, values, and technology prompted by the spread of the Internet.  We will focus specifically on privacy, speech, and property, and study the extent to which the growth of cyberspace can be seen as enhancing or inhibiting the attainment of our values.

Required Texts and Materials: There’s one book; the other readings are available on WebCT as PDF files.  You should do the reading for a class before that class meets.  That way, you’ll be able to follow discussion and lecture. The following books and articles will constitute the bulk of our reading and preparation for class.  We'll remain flexible as to when and what we will read.  You are responsible for remaining up-to-date with the course calendar, which will remain updated on the course web site.

Book to Get (at the bookstore or elsewhere):

Lessig, Lawrence. Code: Version 2.0 (New York: Basic Books, 2006), ISBN-10: 0465039146; ISBN-13: 978-0465039142

Articles on Course Web Site:

Balkin, “Digital Speech and Democratic Culture: A Theory of Freedom of Expression for the Information Society,” New York University Law Review 79 (2004), 1-58.

Ellul, Jacques. “The Search for Ethics in a Technicist Society,” in Research in Philosophy and Technology 9, ed. Carl Mitcham.  Greenwich, CT: JAI Press, 1989.

Foucault, Michel. “Panopticism,” in Discipline and Punish, trans. Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1977, 195-230.

Foucault, Michel. “Right of Death and Power over Life,” in History of Sexuality, Vol. I, trans. Robert Hurley. New York: Vintage Books, 1978.

Nissenbaum, Helen. “Privacy as Contextual Integrity,” Washington Law Review 79 (2004), 101-39.

Thomson, Judith Jarvis. “The Right to Privacy,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 4 (1975), 295-314.

Wagner, R. Polk.  “Information Wants to Be Free: Intellectual Property and the Mythologies of Control,” Columbia Law Review 103 (2003), 995-1034.

Weibel, Peter. “Pleasure and the Panoptic Principle,” in CTRL [SPACE]: Rhetorics of Surveillance from Bentham to Big Brother, ed. Thomas Y. Levin et. al. (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2002), 206-23.

Winner, Langdon. “Citizen Virtues in a Technological Order,” in Technology and the Politics of Knowledge, eds. Andrew Feenberg and Alastair Hannay.  Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1995, 65-84.

Detailed Course Outline

	Wk
	Reading

	1
	First class

	
	Introductory lecture/discussion

	
	Ellul, “Search for Ethics” (1) 

	2
	MLK Day

	
	Ellul, “Search for Ethics” (2)

	
	Winner, “Citizen Virtues” (1)

	3
	Winner, “Citizen Virtues” (2)

	
	Foucault, “Panopticism” (1)

	
	Foucault, “Panopticism” (2)

	4
	Foucault, “Right of Death”



	
	Weibel, “Pleasure and Panoptic” (1)

	
	Online discussion

	5
	Weibel, “Pleasure and Panoptic” (2)

	
	Review

	
	Test 1

	6
	Lessig, Code, chs. 1-5 (1)

	
	Lessig, Code, chs. 1-5 (2)

	
	Lessig, Code, chs. 1-5 (3)

	7
	Property Ppt. (1)

	
	Property Ppt. (2)

	
	Property Ppt. (3)

	8
	Property Ppt. (4)

	
	Lessig, “Intellectual Property” (1)

	
	Online Discussion

	9
	Lessig, “Intellectual Property (2)

	
	Review

	
	Test 2

	
	Spring Break

	10
	Wagner, “Information Wants to be Free” (1)

	
	Wagner, “Information Wants to be Free” (2)

	
	Online Discussion

	11
	Lessig, “Free Speech” (1)

	
	Lessig, “Free Speech” (2)

	
	Balkin, “Digital Speech and Democratic Culture” (1)

	12
	Balkin, “Digital Speech” (2)

	
	Privacy Ppt (1)

	
	Online discussion: Nuremburg Files

	13
	Privacy Ppt (2)

	
	Review

	
	Test 3

	14
	Lessig, “Privacy” (1)

	
	Lessig, “Privacy” (2)

	
	Thomson, “Right to Privacy”

	15
	Nissenbaum “Privacy as Contextual Integrity”

	
	Nissenbaum (2)

	
	Last Class, final papers due


PHIL 3320: Engineering Ethics 

Course Description

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the ethical and social dimensions of professional engineering practice.  In terms of content, the course is built around discussions of (1) some of the classical philosophical theories (Utilitarianism and Respect for Persons), (2) concepts and techniques for breaking down complicated scenarios (factual, conceptual, application issues and methods of casuistry and creative middle way) (3) typical problem areas such as professional integrity and responsibility, risk analysis and the conflict between engineers and managers (4) case studies and special focus on certain quintessential cases in engineering ethics (for instance, Columbia and Challenger disasters) and (5) various ethical codes of the engineering profession such as the general NSPE code and other codes specific to state boards of registration and specialized fields within engineering (electrical, mechanical, petroleum etc.)   This course lays strong emphasis upon the enhancement of skills in effective communication, both oral and written, with particular reference to ethical issues in professional engineering. 

Textbook:

Harris, Pritchard and Rabins. Engineering Ethics: Concepts & Cases, 4th ed., Wadsworth

Supplementary Readings provided in class:

Copies of notes and papers pertaining to various topics in the course will be handed out in class. 

Course Calendar: 

	Week
	Readings
	Topics
	Main Exams/Assignments 

	Week 1
	1.1 to 1.8
	Professional Ethics
	

	
	
	Aspirational versus Preventative Ethics
	

	Week 2
	2.1 to 2.10
	Professional versus Legal Responsibility
	

	
	
	Impediments to Responsibility
	

	Week 3
	3.1 to 3.9
	Utilitarianism and Respect for Person 
	First Major Paper Assigned

	
	
	Factual, Conceptual Application Issues
	

	Week 4
	4.1 to 4.7
	Conflicting Obligations
	

	
	
	Creative Middle Way Solution
	

	Week 5
	5.1 to 5.10
	Philosophy of Technology
	

	
	
	Science and Tech. Studies
	

	Week 6
	6.1 to 6.12
	Dishonesty, Conflitcts of Interest
	

	
	
	Expert Witnessing
	

	Week 7
	
	Further focus upon Util. and RP
	First Major Paper Due 10/06

	
	
	Mid-term Review
	

	Week 8
	
	MID TERM EXAM
	Monday, October 13

	
	
	First In-Class Paper
	Wednesday, October 15

	Week 9
	7.1 to 7.9
	Risk Analysis Models
	Second Major Paper Assigned

	
	
	Acceptable Risk, Normalized Deviance
	

	Week 10
	Handout
	Capabilities Approach to Risk Analysis
	

	
	
	Search for a uniform metric
	

	Week 11
	8.1 to 8.8
	Organizational Culture
	

	
	
	Forms of Disobedience
	

	Week 12
	9.1 to 9.9
	Criteria & Perspectives on Environment
	Second Major Paper Due 11/10

	
	
	Proposed Changes to Professional Codes

	Week 13
	Handouts
	Engineers & Environment: Ideal Model
	Third Major Paper Assigned

	
	
	Sustainable Development
	

	Week 14
	10.1-10.10
	Search for Culture Transcending Norms
	

	
	
	Problems areas in international projects
	

	Week 15
	pp.291-300
	Analysis and Critique of Codes
	

	
	
	Review for the final exam
	

	Week 16
	
	
	Third Major Paper Due 12/08

	
	
	
	Second In-Class Paper 12/08

	Week 17
	
	FINAL EXAM 
	Monday 12/15/2008


PHIL 3410:  Knowledge and Reality
 
Course Description and Objectives
Philosophical issues concerning knowledge and reality are intimately connected.  For example:

· What are the sources of our beliefs?  Perception of some existing things?  Intuition?  Testimony of others?  Memory?  Unconscious sources?

· How do the sources of our beliefs affect their content about what exists, or about what those existing things are like?  Can we perceive, or intuit, the existence of something nonphysical?  How?

· When do our beliefs about the world become knowledge?  When we have good evidence?  (What is good evidence?)  When we feel strongly about them?  When they are caused in the right way?  

· How does our knowledge grow?  Deduction?  Induction?  Social Agreement?  

· Is our "mental architecture" developed in a way that enables us to grasp the world as it "really" is?
· Are there some things about the world that we simply cannot know about?  Moral facts?  The past?  The  future?  

· How are our beliefs and emotions related to our judgments and behaviors?
· Can non-human things have beliefs or be conscious?  Non-human animals?  Computers?  Other machines?
· In what sense, if any, are these non-human things intelligent?  What does this tell us about human intelligence?

· In what sense, if any, can socially constructed, collective entities (e.g., corporations, governments) be said to engage in intentional, "choice-making," behavior?  In what sense, if any, can these entities be held morally accountable for what "they" do?

This course examines some of these important, interesting questions in a way that will enable you to engage the epistemological and metaphysical issues in your other philosophy courses more intelligently.  

Our main objectives for the course are these:

· Understand some fundamental views about the nature, source, and growth of belief, justification and knowledge;

· Understand some fundamental views about the kinds and nature of, and relations among, existing entities;

· Relate these fundamental views to contemporary issues from across the philosophy curriculum;

· Continue your development as a philosopher.

Required Texts
Cahn, Eckert, and Buckley.  Knowledge and Reality: Classic and Contemporary Readings (Pearson, 2004).  ISBN:  0130424013

Topics and Assignments
The following provides the structure for what we will be reading and discussing in this course.  We will remain flexible as to which of these particular readings we discuss and when we discuss them.  (We will obviously not be able to read all of these.)  You are responsible for getting up-to-date information on the current reading assignments, which I will announce in class and post on the course web site.

Basic Issues

Identity, Change, and Causation

· Heraclitus, Selections from Fragments
· Aristotle, Selections from Physics
· Aristotle, Selections from Metaphysics
· Quine, "Identity, Ostension, and Hypostasis"

· Hume, "Of the Idea of a Necessary Connection"

· Goodman, "The New Riddle of Induction"

Essences, Universals, and Particulars

· Plato, Selections from Republic or Parmenides
· Jackson, "Statements About Universals"

· Devitt, "'Ostrich Nominalism' or 'Mirage Realism'?"

· Armstrong, "Against 'Ostrich Nominalism': A Reply"

· Campbell, "The Metaphysic of Abstract Particulars"

· Kripke, Selections from Naming and Necessity
Knowledge, Justification, Truth, and Belief

· Plato, Selections from Meno
· Gettier, "Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?"

Sensory Perception and External World

· Descartes, First and Second Meditations
· Locke, "Of Power"

· Austin, Selections from Sense and Sensibilia
· Dennett, "How Are Hallucinations Possible?"

· Devitt, "A Naturalistic Defense of Realism"

The A Priori and Intuition

· Leibniz, "On What is Independent of Sense and of Matter"

· Hume, Selections from An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
· Kant, Introduction to The Critique of Pure Reason
· Quine, "Two Dogmas of Empiricism"

· Kripke, Selections from Naming and Necessity
· Kitcher, "A Priori Knowledge"

· Boghossian, "Analyticity Reconsidered"

Foundationalism, Coherentism, Reliabilism, and Virtue

· Sosa, "The Raft and the Pyramid: Coherence versus Foundations in the Theory of Knowledge"

· Chisholm, "A Version of Foundationalism"

· Davidson, "A Coherence Theory of Truth and Knowledge"

· Goldman, "What is Justified Belief?"

· Ginet, "Against Reliabilism"

· Sosa, "Knowledge and Intellectual Virtue"

Skepticism

· Sextus Empiricus, Selections from Outlines of Pyrrhonism
· Hume, Selections from A Treatise of Human Nature
· Moore, "A Defence of Common Sense"

· Lewis, Selections from Elusive Knowledge
· Unger, "A Defense of Skepticism"

Particular Issues

Computing, Thinking, and Intelligence

· Turing, "Computing Machinery and Intelligence"

· Searle, "Minds, Brains, and Programs"

· Copeland, "The Curious Case of the Chinese Room"

· Dennett, "Can Machines Think?"

· French, "Subcognition and the Limits of the Turing Test"

Non-Human Animals and Intelligence

· Dupre, "The Mental Lives of Non-Human Animals"

· Savage Rumbaugh, Shanker, and Taylor, "Apes With Language"

· Povinelli, "Behind the Ape's Appearance: Escaping Anthropocentrism in the Study of Other Minds"

Mind and Self

· Nagel, "Brain Bisection and the Unity of Consciousness"

· Parfit, "Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons"

· Dennett, "The Self as the Center of Narrative Gravity"

· Strawson, "Against Narrative"

· Olson, "There is No Problem of the Self"

Morality, Reasons, and Intuition

· Pinker, "The Moral Instinct"

· Casebeer, "Moral Cognition and Its Neural Constituents"

· Greene, "From Neural 'Is' to Moral 'Ought': What Are the Moral Implications of Neuroscientific Moral Psychology"

Collective Entities, Intentional Behavior, and Moral Responsibility 

· Ludwig, "Collective Intentional Behavior"

· Danley, "Corporate Moral Agency"

PHIL 3830:  Philosophy and Race





Course Description
In the aftermath the 2008 US presidential election, some were eager to use its outcome as evidence for the claim that “racism is over.” Many (although not a majority) of whites voted for an African-American candidate, and “I voted for Obama” may just be the new “I have a black friend.”  However, even though explicit, intentional racism was not often or evidently practiced in the US, it is inarguable systematic and pervasive racial privilege and marginalization persist.  In this course, we will examine this phenomenon called “structural racism,” which is also illustrated in the cartoon above.  Questions we will address include:

· In what ways does white privilege structure our society, such that laws, institutions, organizations, and especially concepts/values function in ways to consistently privilege whiteness?  

· In what ways does Western political philosophy perpetuate white privilege?

· To what degree is white privilege assumed in and reproduced by Western philosophy generally?

· How do notions of “colorblindness” (e.g., as articulated by the white boy in the cartoon), which many believe to be anti-racist, function to maintain racial privilege and marginalization?  In what ways are contemporary discourses of “multiculturalism” grounded in colorblind models of anti-racism?  

· And what is “race” anyway?  How do class, gender, and sexuality intersect with race?  

· If “race” isn’t an empirically valid phenomenon, what are the philosophical and political implications of claiming its (in)existence?  

· Is it adequate to view racism as “false belief”?  

· To what degree is one responsible for less-than-conscious racism?

Required Texts
· Bernasconi and Lott.  The Idea of Race. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2000.

· Dyer, Richard.  White.  New York: Routledge.

· Mills, Charles W. The Racial Contract. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997.

Schedule: This schedule is subject to change.
January


M 12: 
go over syllabus, read and discuss Obama race speech


W 14: 
Kant and Hegel (IR)

M19: 
No Classes – MLK Day

W21:
Du Bois, “The Conservation of Races” (IR)

M26: 
Howard McGarry lecture, “Douglas, Self-Made Men, and Racial Uplift” 4-5p in SAC Salon B; get there a few minutes early so you can sign in

W28:
Appiah, “The Uncompleted Argument: Du Bois and the Illusion of Race” (IR)

February

M 2:
Omi and Winant, “Racial Formation in the United States” (IR, 181-212)

W 4: 
Alcoff, “Latinos and the Categories of Race” , “Latinos, Asian Americans, and the Black-White Binary” (PDF)

 M9:  
Fanon, “The Fact of Blackness” (PDF)
W11:
Marx, “On the Jewish Question” (PDF)

M 16:
Alcoff, “Mestizo Identity” (IR, 139-160) 

W 18:
 Mills, Overview

M 23:  
Mills, Details*

W 25:
Mills, Merits*

March

M 2:  
Finish Mills/paper workshop

W 4: 
Papers Due – No Class

M9/W11: Spring Break

M 16:
McIntosh, “Whiteness” (PDF)

W 18: 
Dyer, “The Matter of Whiteness”


M 23: 
Dyer, “The Matter of Whiteness”/ “Coloured White, Not Coloured”

W25: 
Finish Dyer AND Joseph Carens lecture “Who Belings? Imigration, Democracy, and Citizenship” 

M 30: 
Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins” (PDF)*

April

W 1:  
 Narayan, “Essence of Culture and a Sense of History” (PDF)

M 6:
Lionnet, “Feminisms and Universalisms” (PDF)


W 8:
Adorno & Horkheimer, “Odysseus: Myth and Enlightenment” (PDF)

M 13: 
Bhabha, “Race, Time, and the Revision of Modernity” (PDF)

W 15:
Spillers, “All The Things You Could Be Right Now If Sigmund Freud’s Wife Was Your Mother” (PDF)

M 20:
Stoler, “Cultivating Bourgeois Bodies and Racial Selves” (PDF)

W 22:
catch-up/film

M 27: 
paper workshop/catch-up

Final Paper Due Date TBA

G2.  Complete, Revised Catalog Copy and Course Descriptions
PHILOSOPHY  (http://philosophy.uncc.edu)

Philosophy is reasoned inquiry about the nature of persons, reality, thought, knowledge, values, and beauty.  It seeks to establish standards of evidence, to provide rational methods of resolving conflicts, and to create techniques for evaluating fundamental ideas, principles and arguments in all areas of human existence and knowledge.  Equally concerned with human endeavor in both the arts and the sciences, philosophy continues to reside at the core of a liberal education.

Students major or minor in Philosophy because of their desire to pursue fundamental ideas, principles, and arguments in general or in relation to other disciplines.  Philosophy helps students develop strong skills in writing, critical thinking, reading, and understanding complex texts. These skills are indispensable for any committed and concerned citizen. The study of philosophy also provides a deeper understanding and enjoyment of the challenges and issues people face throughout their personal and professional lives.

Students may choose to major solely in Philosophy, or to pursue it as a second major or as a minor.  As several members of the department teach regularly within Interdisciplinary Studies, many philosophy courses introduce a wide range of ethical, political, scientific, technological, literary, and aesthetic ideas into discussions of philosophical issues.  Courses in critical thinking and logic are a benefit to students in all their coursework and can be especially useful to students who plan to enter graduate school or professional school.  Given the department's association with the Center for Professional and Applied Ethics, many philosophy courses give students a deeper understanding of contemporary issues in business, law, medicine, public policy, information technology, and environmental studies.
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PHILOSOPHY

A major in Philosophy leading to a B.A. degree consists of a minimum of 33 semester hours in philosophy, at least 18 of which are earned at UNC Charlotte with a grade of C or better, with no more than six hours below the 3000 level counting toward the major.  A GPA of 2.5 is required for all philosophy courses applied to the major.  Majors are strongly encouraged (but not required) to take the Senior Seminar, a capstone course, in one of their last three semesters.  
Students majoring in Philosophy must complete either a 2000-level course in a foreign language that uses the Latin alphabet (French, German, Italian, Spanish, etc.) or a 1202-level course in a foreign language that is not written in the Latin alphabet (Greek, Hebrew, Japanese, Russian, etc.), or demonstrate proficiency at that level. Intermediate American Sign Language is accepted. Non-native speakers of English may complete the foreign language requirement by passing ENGL 1101 and ENGL 1102 or the equivalent. 

Students who major in Philosophy are required to take the following courses and types of courses:
	Category
	Courses

	Introduction to Philosophy (3 hours)
	PHIL 2101 Introduction to Philosophy, or 
PHIL 2102 Introduction to Philosophy—Writing Intensive

	Logic (3 hours)
	PHIL 2105  Deductive Logic

(PHIL 1105 Critical Thinking is not required, but strongly recommended)

	History/Genealogy (9 hours)
	PHIL 3010 Ancient Philosophy and 
PHIL 3020 Modern Philosophy and one of the following:  
PHIL 3030 Twentieth Century Philosophy

PHIL 3110 Medieval Philosophy

PHIL 3120 Nineteenth Century Philosophy 

PHIL 3130 American Philosophy

PHIL 3140 Existentialism

PHIL 3170 Major Figure

PHIL 3190 Topics in History/Genealogy

	Ethics/Aesthetics (6 hours)
	PHIL 3210 Ethical Theory and one of the following: 
PHIL 3220 Aesthetics

PHIL 3230 Healthcare Ethics

PHIL 3310 IT Ethics

PHIL 3320 Engineering Ethics

PHIL 3330 Philosophy and Literature

PHIL 3340 Business Ethics

PHIL 3390 Topics in Ethics/Aesthetics

	Knowledge/Language (6 hours)
	PHIL 3410 Knowledge and Reality and one of the following: 
PHIL 3420 Philosophy of Language

PHIL 3430 Mind, Cognition, and Behavior

PHIL 3510 Advanced Logic

PHIL 3520 Philosophy of Science

PHIL 3530 Philosophy of Religion

PHIL 3590 Topics in Knowledge/Language

	Identity/Society (6 hours)
	PHIL 3810 Social and Political Philosophy and one of the following:

PHIL 3820 Feminist Philosophy

PHIL 3830 Philosophy and Race

PHIL 3910 Philosophy of War and Peace

PHIL 3920 Philosophy of Technology

PHIL 3930 Philosophy of Body

PHIL 3940 Philosophy of Education

PHIL 3990 Topics in Identity/Society


MINOR IN PHILOSOPHY

A minor in Philosophy consists of 18 semester hours in philosophy, at least twelve of which are earned at UNC Charlotte with a grade of C or better, with no more than six hours below the 3000 level counting toward the minor.  Students who elect the minor are required to take the following courses and types of courses: 

	Introduction to Philosophy (3 hours)
	PHIL 2101 Introduction to Philosophy or 
PHIL 2102 Introduction to Philosophy—Writing Intensive

	Logic (3 hours)
	PHIL 1105 Critical Thinking or 
PHIL 2105 Deductive Logic or 
PHIL 3510 Advanced Logic

	History/Genealogy (6 hours)
	PHIL 3010 Ancient Philosophy or 
PHIL 3020 Modern Philosophy or 
PHIL 3030 Twentieth Century Philosophy or 
PHIL 3110 Medieval Philosophy or 
PHIL 3120 Nineteenth Century Philosophy or 

PHIL 3170 Major Figure

	Ethics/Aesthetics or Knowledge/Language or Identity/Society (6 hours)
	Two additional courses selected from among those listed above in the following categories:

Ethics/Aesthetics or 
Knowledge/Language or 
Identity/Society


HONORS PROGRAM IN PHILOSOPHY 

[Note: The first paragraph below has not changed.  Changes in the second paragraph were approved by the University Honors Council on April 9, 2009.  The changes are: (a) one rather than two courses from University Honors Programs; (b) only three instead of four Honors Thesis Research credits; and (c) G.P.A. of 3.5 instead of 3.2 for Honors courses.]
Students seeking a greater academic challenge may contact the Department Chair with a request to pursue the Honors Track within the philosophy major. Honors work may be undertaken as early as the first semester a student is enrolled at the University.  Graduation with Honors will be noted on the student’s transcript and the phrase “Honors in Philosophy” inscribed on the student’s diploma.

To qualify for graduation with Honors in Philosophy a student must receive the recommendation of the Honors Committee in Philosophy.  The Honors Committee will consider as candidates for graduation with Honors in Philosophy students who have completed the standard philosophy major and the following requirements: (a) one three-hour course chosen by the student from University Honors Program courses; (b) a grade of A for three hours of Honors Thesis research (which count toward the 33-hour major requirement); (c) oral presentation of the Honors Thesis before the Department of Philosophy Honors Committee, other faculty, and students; (d) GPA of at least 3.5 in all Philosophy courses counted toward the major; and (e) GPA of at least 3.5 for all departmental and University Honors Program courses submitted towards graduation with Honors.
PHILOSOPHY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
PHIL 1105. Critical Thinking. (3) (W) Fundamental skills of clear thinking that will help people reason better during communication, problem-solving, and design, particularly as these integrate scientific/engineering efforts with social needs and values.  The course will focus on clarifying goals, identifying constraints, and generating and evaluating ideas or solutions.  (Fall, Spring, Summer) 
PHIL 2101.  Introduction to Philosophy.  (3) Exploration of some of the basic problems that have shaped the history of philosophy (truth, knowledge, justice, beauty, etc.) and remain relevant to students today on personal and professional levels.  Readings will range from classical to contemporary texts by a variety of philosophers representing diverse perspectives on these problems.  Please see the descriptions in Banner attached to each section to appreciate the different ways this course will be taught every semester.  Crosslisted as PHIL 2102, but does not fulfill the general education writing goal. Students can receive credit for either PHIL 2101 or PHIL 2102, but not both. (Fall, Spring, Summer)
PHIL 2102.  Introduction to Philosophy – Writing Intensive. (3) (W) Exploration of some of the basic problems that have shaped the history of philosophy (truth, knowledge, justice, beauty, etc.) and remain relevant to students today on personal and professional levels.  Readings will range from classical to contemporary texts by a variety of philosophers representing diverse perspectives on these problems.  Please see the descriptions in Banner attached to each section to appreciate the different ways this course will be taught every semester.  Makes substantial use of writing as a tool for learning.  Crosslisted as PHIL 2101, but fulfills the general education writing goal.  Students can receive credit for either PHIL 2101 or PHIL 2102, but not both. (Fall, Spring, Summer)
PHIL 2105. Deductive Logic. (3) Principles of deductive logic, both classical and symbolic, with emphasis on the use of formal logic in analysis of ordinary language discourse.  (Fall, Spring, Summer) 

Prerequisites for upper level courses.  While PHIL 2101/2102 is not a prerequisite for courses at the 3000 level and above, students who have taken PHIL 2101/2102 typically benefit more from upper-level philosophy courses than students who have not.

PHIL 3010. Ancient Philosophy. (3)  Western intellectual and philosophic thought from the early Greeks to the post Aristotelian period, often with an eye to issues in contemporary philosophy.  Readings from the pre Socratics, Plato, Aristotle, Epicureans, Stoics, Skeptics, and Neoplatonists. (Yearly)

PHIL 3020. Modern Philosophy. (3) Modern philosophic and scientific thought from Descartes to Kant.  Readings selected from representative works in the 17th and 18th centuries.  (Yearly)
PHIL 3030  Twentieth-Century Philosophy.  (3)  Examination of some central problems, issues, and methodologies of Twentieth Century Philosophy.  Examination may include:  pragmatism, phenomenology, logical analysis, existentialism, ordinary language philosophy, critical theory, hermeneutics, structuralism, or post-structuralism.  (Alternate Years)

PHIL 3110. Medieval Philosophy. (3) Western philosophical tradition from Augustine to William of Ockham.  Readings include such other authors as Anselm of Canterbury, Bonaventure, Thomas Aquinas, and Duns Scotus. (Periodically)

PHIL 3120.  Nineteenth-Century Philosophy.  (3)  Examination of some central problems, issues, and methodologies of Nineteenth-Century Philosophy, including from some more contemporary perspectives, such as feminism.  Examination may include:  German Idealism (e.g. Fichte, Schelling, Hegel, Schopenhauer), Early Existentialism (e.g. Kierkegaard, Nietzsche), Early Phenomenology (e.g. Balzano, Brentano), Social Philosophy (e.g. Comte, Feuerbach, Bentham, Mill, Marx), and American Philosophy (e.g. Peirce, James, Washington, DuBois).   (Periodically)
PHIL 3130. American Philosophy. (3)  This class will analyze the question of what constitutes American Philosophy, examining the interaction between America and philosophy, and exploring some of the characteristics that may help contribute to the characterization of American Philosophy including: individualism, community, practicality, fallibility, and meliorism.  The course will critically examine the narrative of American philosophy, focusing on pragmatism, America’s distinctive contribution to philosophy, and assess the role that American philosophy has, can, and should play concerning social and cultural issues in America.  (Periodically)
PHIL 3140.  Existentialism. (3) Existentialist tradition in philosophy and literature including such issues as: authenticity, absurdity and the meaning of life, freedom and morality, anguish, death, and atheism.  (Periodically)

PHIL 3170. Major Figure in Philosophy. (3)  An investigation into the thoughts and writings of a major figure in philosophy with special emphasis on primary sources.  Included may be Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Kant, Marx, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Quine, Davidson, Rawls, and others as indicated by departmental needs and interests.  May be repeated for additional credit.  (Periodically)

PHIL 3190.  Topics in History/Genealogy.  (3)  Specific topics in the history/genealogy of philosophy.  May be repeated for additional credit with the approval of the Department. (Periodically)
PHIL 3210.  Ethical Theory.  (3)  Selective examination of major normative and metaethical theories that undergird our practical judgments about morally right actions and virtuous persons.  Normative theories studied may include virtue ethics, deontology, consequentialism, and representative feminist theories.  Metaethical theories studied may include cognitivism, expressivism, realism, and error theory.  (Yearly)

PHIL 3220. Aesthetics. (3)  Discussion and analysis of major theories of art ranging from historical figures (Plato, Aristotle, Hume, Kant, Nietzsche, and Dewey) to contemporary philosophers (Sontag, Danto, Kristeva, and Ranciere).  Emphasis will be on the development of aesthetics in relation to the visual and performing arts, new media, and philosophy, but also in response to social-political-cultural issues, such as feminism, racism,  and the like.   (Yearly)

PHIL 3230. Healthcare Ethics. (3) Major ethical dilemmas within medical science and biology are examined to assist students to identify, analyze, and decide ethical issues in such a way that they can defend their positions to themselves and others.  Issues include reproductive and genetic technology, death and dying, patient rights, and justice in distribution of healthcare benefits and burdens. (Yearly)

PHIL 3310.  IT Ethics. (3)  Looks at ethical issues that emerge in the context of new technologies.  We will combine a study of traditional moral theories with a look at how those theories might help us understand some of the many challenges presented by contemporary technologies.  Topic areas may include privacy/surveillance, intellectual property (things like cell patents, peer-to-peer file sharing, etc.), and genetically modified foods. (Periodically)
PHIL 3320.  Engineering Ethics. (3)  This course will familiarize students with the ethical and social dimensions of professional engineering practice.  The course is built around discussions of (1) some of the classical philosophical theories (Utilitarianism, Respect for Persons, etc.), (2) concepts and techniques for breaking down complicated scenarios (factual, conceptual, etc.), (3) typical problem areas such as professional integrity and responsibility, risk analysis, and the conflict between engineers and managers, (4) case studies and special focus on classic cases (Columbia and Challenger disasters, etc.), and (5) various ethical codes of the engineering profession (electrical, mechanical, petroleum, etc.).  Emphasis on the enhancement of skills in critical thinking and effective communication in professional engineering.  (Periodically)
PHIL 3330. Philosophy and Literature. (3) Discussion and analysis of the classic and contemporary philosophical themes in literature, the literary dimensions of philosophy (e.g., Platonic dialogues and the modern essay), the role of philosophy in the development of literary theory, the effects of changes in literature on philosophy (e.g., new narrative structures in both fields), and the like.  Readings will range from the classical (e.g., Plato, Montaigne, Kierkegaard, and Nietzsche) to the contemporary (e.g., Adorno, Derrida, Eco, and Nussbaum).   (Periodically)

PHIL 3340.  Business Ethics.  (3)  Ethical problems confronting business as a social institution and individuals in business.  Application of ethical theory to business institutions and practices, internal exchanges of business (e.g., hiring, promotions, working conditions, employer/employee rights and duties) and external exchanges (e.g., product safety, environment, depletion, marketing, advertising.)  Emphasis is on the role of critical thinking about and in business.  (Periodically)

PHIL 3380. Internship in Applied Ethics (3) Prerequisite: Declared philosophy major or minor; at least junior standing; selection by department.   Field experience includes on-site visits to host companies, corporations, or agencies to investigate ethics codes, policies, culture, and practices. Background ethics research on ethics challenges facing the host organization today. Final reports evaluated by faculty advisor and shared with the host organization. (Fall, Spring, Summer with Permission)

PHIL 3390.  Topics in Ethics/Aesthetics. (3)  Specific topics in Ethics/Aesthetics.   May be repeated for additional credit with the approval of the Department. (Periodically) 
PHIL 3410.  Knowledge and Reality.  (3)  An examination of interrelated issues concerning belief, justification, knowledge, and existence and the implications of these for broader philosophical issues.  "Narrower" issues may include:  What is the source of our beliefs?  How do these sources affect our determinations of what fundamentally exists and what those things are like?  How do our assumptions about what exists affect the objects and methods of knowing?  When do beliefs become knowledge?  Are there some things about the world that we cannot know about?  Broader issues may include:  What kind of thing is a mind or a self?  How does such a thing fit into a natural world?  What can non-human animals or computers tell us about intelligence?  In what sense can collective entities engage in intentional behavior?  (Yearly)

PHIL 3420. Philosophy of Language. (3) An inquiry into the nature of language and its use in actual practice.  Discussion will focus on theories of meaning and their relations to the fields of logic and linguistics, and will address special topics such as linguistic creativity and linguistic violence.  (Yearly)

PHIL 3430.  Mind, Cognition, and Behavior. (3) An exploration of epistemological, metaphysical, and ethical questions concerning the mind.  The main focus is on the possibility of integrating classic philosophical perspectives with contemporary research in cognitive science.  Topics include: the descriptive/normative relation, the connection between philosophy and science, the plausibility of the mind and/or brain as a computational, symbol-manipulating system, including cases in which ethical consequences emerge from this orientation, and other topics such as consciousness, free will and determinism, logic and language, emotion and reasoning, and rationality.  (Yearly)

PHIL 3510. Advanced Logic. (3) Advanced systems of logic, with emphasis upon symbolic logic and formal systematic characteristics such as axiomatics and proof techniques. (Periodically)

PHIL 3520. Philosophy of Science. (3) Questions concerning scientific knowledge and methods and their relation to technology, metaphysics, history/sociology, and interdisciplinary connections.  "Science" is construed broadly to imply a connection with all systematic inquiry, either past or present, into natural or social questions.  Particular topics may include the nature of theories, models, observations, predictions, and the conditions of progress. (Periodically)

PHIL 3530. Philosophy of Religion. (3) Crosslisted as RELS 3242.  Philosophical implications of religious experience including the definitions, development, and diverse forms of the problems of belief and reason in modern thought. (Periodically)

PHIL 3590.  Topics in Knowledge/Language. (3)  Specific topics in the Knowledge/Language.   May be repeated for additional credit with the approval of the Department. (Periodically) 
PHIL 3600. Practicum in Philosophy. (1-3) Prerequisite: permission of the department.  Directed individual study involving the student and instructor in rethinking and reworking some major problems in the teaching of undergraduate philosophy, including interaction with a particular class, usually PHIL 1105, 2101/2102, or 2105, in the preparation, presentation, and evaluation of the course.  (Not for teacher licensure.)  (Fall, Spring with Permission)

PHIL 3605. Research Methods and Publication. (3) Permission of the instructor required. Individual instruction in current methods of research in philosophy through participation in major research project.  No more than six hours may apply towards the major in Philosophy. (Fall, Spring with Permission)

PHIL 3610. Independent Study. (1-3) Prerequisite: permission of the department. Directed individual study of a philosophical issue of special interest to the student. May be repeated for additional credit as the topics vary and with departmental approval. No more than six hours may apply toward the major in Philosophy. (Fall, Spring with Permission)

PHIL 3791. Honors Thesis. (3) Prerequisite: permission of the department. Individual or group inquiry into selected philosophic problems. Exposition and discussion of the results.  (Fall, Spring with Permission)

PHIL 3810. Social and Political Philosophy. (3)  Examination of basic concepts involved in understanding the nature and structure of political and social formations.  Issues may include topics such as justice, human rights, the nature of political power, and the relations between individuals and political/social institutions.  Readings from historical and/or contemporary sources, and may include figures such as Plato, Hobbes, Marx, Rawls, Arendt, Foucault and Butler.  (Yearly)
PHIL 3820. Feminist Philosophy. (3) Crosslisted as WGST 3820.  Overview of feminist critiques of the philosophical canon, contemporary feminist work on philosophical topics (e.g., feminist epistemology, feminist aesthetics, etc.), and philosophical work on topics such as gender, sexuality, and intersectionality.  Critical race, postcolonial, and global feminisms will also be studied.  (Yearly)

PHIL 3830.  Philosophy and Race. (3)  Crosslisted as AFRS 3830.  This course both examines the role of the concept of race in the Western philosophical canon, and uses current philosophical texts and methods to examine Western discourses of race and racism.  Issues such as whiteness, double consciousness, the black/white binary, Latino identity and race, ethnicity, mixed-race identity, and the intersection of race with gender and class will also be examined.  (Alternate Years)
PHIL 3910. Philosophy of War and Peace. (3) Crosslisted as LBST 2101-H01.  This course focuses on the conceptual and historical aspects of violence, terrorism, war, non-violence, justice, and the economic motivations and results, both intended and unintended, associated with these phenomena.  (Periodically)

PHIL 3920. Philosophy of Technology. (3) Examination of basic concepts and controversies in philosophical discussions of technology.  Issues may include relations between technology and nature (and/or human nature), technological determinism, the prospects for intelligent and/or democratic control of particular technologies, and normative issues such as technological systems of social control.  (Periodically)

PHIL 3930. Philosophy of Body. (3)  Opportunity to explore the implications of the Eastern and Western philosophical literature on what the body means to individuals and societies. Philosophical readings about the body’s relationship to the mind, politics, happiness, social interaction, and education will be explored through lecture, discussion, and writing.  (Periodically)
PHIL 3940. Philosophy of Education. (3) Exploration of classic Western approaches to education and the contemporary moral problems faced by America’s schools.  Issues to be considered are the effect of race, class, and gender on school culture and teacher preparation. (Periodically)

PHIL 3990.  Topics in Identity/Society. (3) Specific topics in Identity/Society.  May be repeated for additional credit with the approval of the Department.  (Periodically)
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