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1. SUMMARY
The Department of Special Education and Child Development proposes to add a new Graduate Certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders. If approved, these courses would become elective courses for graduate students enrolled in the Special Education Program. A bachelor’s degree in education or related field of study is required as is admission into the Graduate School and the Autism Spectrum Disorders Graduate Certificate Program. This proposal includes the addition of four new courses:
a. SPED 6115  Nature and Needs of Autism Spectrum Disorders
b. SPED 6225  Communication, Daily Living and Social Skills for Autism Spectrum Disorders
c. SPED 6272  Program Design and Development for Autism Spectrum Disorders
d. SPED 6277  Program Assessment for Autism Spectrum Disorders
2. PROPOSED CATALOG COPY
SPED 6115  Nature and Needs of Autism Spectrum Disorders (3)

Prerequisite: A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college/ university in education or related field of study. Theoretical application and historical background including awareness of federal and state legal guidelines, characteristics, and ethical implications for individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Prepares students to identify research-based practices and promising practices to address needs and supports across the lifespan for individuals with autism spectrum disorders (e.g., Rett Syndrome, Pervasive Developmental Disorders). (Fall)

SPED 6225  Communication, Daily Living and Social Skills for Autism Spectrum Disorders (3)
Prerequisite: A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college/ university in education or related field of study. Determine research-based and promising intervention strategies for individuals with autism spectrum disorders and their families. Prepare students with the technical skills necessary to identify effective intervention practices in the areas of communication, daily living, and social skills for individuals with autism spectrum disorders in natural environments, the least restrictive environment and community settings. Develop proficiency in effective collaboration with parents and professionals in the varied contexts associated autism spectrum disorders across the lifespan. (Fall)

SPED 6272  Program Design and Development for Autism Spectrum Disorders. (3)

Prerequisites: SPED 6115 and SPED 6225 – Prepares students with the technical skills necessary to conduct formal assessments, implement research-based interventions, and evaluate outcomes for individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Identify methods for planning systematic instruction based on learner characteristics based on previous and on-going assessment. Gain knowledge of home environments, family interventions and general curriculum access with an emphasis on appropriate strategies, materials, and supports in program design and development that facilitate the success of students with autism spectrum disorders across the lifespan. (Spring)

SPED 6277  Program Assessment for Autism Spectrum Disorders. (3)

Prerequisites: SPED 6115 and SPED 6225 – Prepares students to assess the effectiveness of interventions for students with autism spectrum disorders in accordance to researched-based practices and promising practices. Interpret and apply individualized educational program assessment data to drive program recommendations, services, appropriate interventions, and IEP development for students with autism spectrum disorders. (Spring)
Autism Spectrum Disorders Graduate Certificate

The Graduate Certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders is a 12-hour web-based program. It serves two groups of professionals: (1) those who work in school districts and are responsible for teaching students with Autism Spectrum Disorders and for developing appropriate individualized education plans that include academic instruction, and effective intervention practices in the areas of communication, daily living, and social skills; and (2) those who work is human service agencies that also provide intervention practices in the areas of communication, daily living, and social skills as well as prepare students with Autism Spectrum Disorders prepare to live, work, and learn as adults.
Program Objectives
As specialists in public schools and human service agencies in the area of autism spectrum disorders, completers of the program are prepared to:

· Work as public school teachers in a broad range of educational settings including the general education classroom and special education programs

· Work as human service agency personnel implementing research-validated intervention strategies for children, youth and adults in community agencies

· Implement research-validated instruction/ intervention strategies for children, youth and young adults with autism spectrum disorders
· Assess the effectiveness of individualized instruction/ intervention programs for individuals with autism spectrum disorders.

Admission Requirements for ASD Graduate Certificate
1) Students must have a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college/ university.

2) Students must submit an Application for Admission to the Graduate School.
3) Students must provide original transcripts that indicate a minimum overall GPA of at least 3.0.

4) Students are not required to take the GRE or MAT. However, students must take the GRE or MAT before applying to the Special Education master’s degree program.

5) If accepted into the master’s degree program, a maximum of twelve (12) Graduate Certificate hours may be applied to the master’s degree program in Special Education with the consent of the Graduate Program Coordinator.

6) Admission to the Graduate Certificate program does not ensure admission into a master’s degree program.

Certificate Requirements
The Graduate Certificate Program in Autism Spectrum Disorders requires a twelve semester hour sequence of courses. No transfer credit is accepted. Students must earn grades of B or better in each of the courses in the 12-hour program of study.  The program includes the following courses:
1. SPED 6115  Nature and Needs of Autism Spectrum Disorders
2. SPED 6225  Communication, Daily Living and Social Skills for Autism Spectrum Disorders

3. SPED 6272  Program Design and Development for Autism Spectrum Disorders

4. SPED 6277  Program Assessment for Autism Spectrum Disorders

3. JUSTIFICATION

1. Autism is a complex neurobiological disorder and the diagnosis is on the rise. Autism is a spectrum disorder and symptoms can range from mild to very severe. The Centers for Disease Control calls autism one of the biggest health crises in the nation and as such, the American Academy of Pediatrics advises pediatricians screen for autism at 12 and 18 month visits. Autism is a diagnosis in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM IV) and in the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems. (ICD-10) Autism care focuses on diminishing or controlling symptoms and associated impairments. Effective autism treatment leads to markedly improved function, even though the core disorder remains.
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 emphasize accountability and educational practices based on scientific research. Autism Spectrum Disorders affect individual, families, communities, and society. There is a national and state need for parents, teachers, and therapists to have knowledge and skills in research-based practices for students with autism spectrum disorders. According to Simpson (2005), “Teachers, other professionals, and parents involved in the decision-making process must become better consumers of objectively verified and effective intervention methods available for use with children and youth with ASD” (p. 143). Professionals that have a specialized repertoire of knowledge and skills germane to this disorder with completion of the Graduate Certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders will increase the quality of intervention delivered to children, youth and young adults. The proposed courses would provide candidates with competencies necessary to identify the complex needs of individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Behaviorally-based interventions for Autism Spectrum Disorders are effective. Substantial evidence in the medical and scientific literature identifies early detection and intervention as critical to the ultimate, long-term functioning of individuals with autism. “Early diagnosis and intervention delivered early in life  ...are more likely to result in major positive effects later on later skills and symptoms…Early intervention gives children the best start possible and best chance of developing their full potential. Even so, it’s never too late to benefit from treatment. People of all ages with ASDs at all levels of ability respond positively to well designed interventions.” (Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2008). Further, the field of autism has historically attracted controversial, ineffective, and even harmful treatments. Reliance on untested methods and miracle cures have promoted unrealistic expectations, undermined the effort to determine effective treatments for individuals with autism spectrum disorder, and most importantly, stunted student progress. Because time is of the essence for this population and early intervention is the key to progress for these individuals, practitioners and parents do not have the luxury of using ineffective and nonvalidated methods in place of proven strategies (e.g., Simpson, 2005).
1. As the array of behaviorally based instructional strategies for autism has evolved and expanded since the publication of Lovaas’ (1987) research, various approaches to curriculum sequencing have been proposed. This proposed Program will include some of the similarities and differences among different curricular approaches and advocate for the recognition that curriculum development for individuals with autism is a specialized area that requires careful analysis and sequencing in order to build a complex repertoire of language and cognitive skills. The proposed program includes strategies for developing language curricula for children with ASD. Techniques for establishing conversation skills, spontaneous verbal utterances, age appropriate peer interactions, and other verbal behavior. Strategies for assessing children’s language skills and tailoring curriculum to individual students will also be addressed. 

2. Governmental and scientific organizations (e.g., U.S. Surgeon General (2007) American Academy of Pediatrics (2007), and the National Autism Center (2009) have endorsed Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) and other structured behavioral treatments like the Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication Handicapped Children (TEACCH) as highly effective. More specifically, Eldevik, Hastings, Hughes, Jahr, Eikeseth, and Cross (2009) report in the Journal of Clinical Child & Adolescent Psychology, that their meta-analysis of 34 studies of early intensive behavioral intervention for children with autism found that the research on early and intense applied behavior analysis therapy is the “best therapy” for children with autism. The authors found a large increase in IQ and improved symptoms after intervention. In addition, Horner, Carr, 

HYPERLINK "http://autism.healingthresholds.com/research-index/author/111"Strain, Todd, & Reed (2002) report in the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders that using the ABA approach to reduce inappropriate behaviors like hitting, tantrums, finger-chewing, and self-injury, reduces these behaviors by about 90% or more, regardless of the type of autism diagnosed.
3. In addition to the need for a quality program emphasizing Autism Spectrum Disorders, is the fact that the number of children diagnosed with autism has increased more than 16 fold since 1991. Recently the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have revised the prevalence estimate from 1 in 150 children to 1 in 110 children. Autism affects 1 in 70 boys.  The prevalence figures are rising and the increasing trends show no sign of abatement. In North Carolina, nearly 11,000 students with autism were receiving educational services in December, 2009. In the Cabarrus County Schools, 173 children with autism were receiving services, in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools the number was 729, in Gaston County, 203, and in Union County, 214 (Public Schools of North Carolina. Department of Public Instruction, 2010). 
Education professionals and related services providers are increasingly encountering children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and must be prepared to work with them effectively. The rigor of the Graduate Certificate program will meet the expectations described in the North Carolina Professional Teaching Standards and the Council for Exceptional Children Draft Competencies for Teachers of Children with Autism.
4. Prerequisites
Completion of a bachelor’s degree from an accredited university with acceptance from Graduate Admissions for the Graduate Certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders is required for enrollment in the course for individuals pursuing the graduate certificate.

5. Course Numbering

The course numbering is consistent with graduate level courses and with the type of class. The course numbers are not identical to any courses listed in the University of North Carolina at Charlotte Graduate Course Catalog (2009-2010). Currently, the university does not have courses that provide a concentration in autism spectrum disorders.
6. IMPACT

1. What group of students will be served in this proposal? This proposal will serve students in the Autism Spectrum Disorders Graduate Certificate program. The Graduate Certificate program is open for teachers and related services professionals including Behavior Specialists Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, Speech-Language Pathologists, Psychologists, Social Workers and Nurse Practitioners. In addition, students in the M.Ed. in Special Education Program may select the Autism Spectrum Disorders course sequence as a concentration area for their degree.
2. What effects will this proposal have on existing courses and curricula? These courses will not negatively affect other courses in the program in terms of student enrollments and/or frequency of course offerings. Courses will not replace any existing courses offered in the Special Education Program at The University.
3. When and how often will added courses be taught? Courses will be taught every fall and spring semesters as indicated. Some courses will also be offered in the summer. 

4. How will the content and/ or frequency of offering of other courses be affected? The content the courses do not meet the requirements for any current program of study. Effects on the content and frequency of other course offerings are not expected.
5. What is the anticipated enrollment in courses added (for credit and auditors)? The anticipated enrollment is approximately 20 to 30 students per course each year. 
6. How will enrollment in other courses be affected? A negative impact on enrollment in existing course offerings is not anticipated. This was determined by the fact that The University does not offer any other courses with a concentration in Autism Spectrum Disorders. These courses are elective courses for individuals seeking graduate degrees in Special Education including the M.Ed.
7. If courses have been offered previously under special topics numbers, give details of experience including number of times taught and enrollment figures. These courses have never been taught at The University.
8. Identify other areas of catalog copy that would be affected (e.g., curriculum outlines, requirements of the degrees, etc.). If the program is approved, the catalog copy would need to include an entry of the program as a Graduate Non-Degree Program/ Other Graduate Certificate Program in the College of Education.
7. RESOURCES REQUIRED TO SUPPORT PROPOSAL

1. Personnel- Specify requirement of faculty:
a. Earned doctorate in Special Education or related field from an accredited university or a Master’s Degree in Special Education or related field while completing the Doctorate in Special Education or related field
b. Three-five years experience developing educational and behavioral programs for students with Autism Spectrum Disorders or related disorders

c. Two-four years experience in supervisory/ consultative responsibilities for staff members (e.g., teachers, paraprofessionals, related service providers) educating students with Autism Spectrum Disorder or related disorders in school or agency settings. 

The course would be taught by existing personnel in the Special Education Program at UNC Charlotte.

2. Physical Facility

a. None

b. These courses will use the same facility resources
3. Equipment and Supplies
a. None

b. These courses will use the same equipment resources
4. Computer

a. None

b. These courses will use the same computer and web-based resources (e.g., Moodle, Wimba)

5. Audio-Visual
a. None

b. These courses will use the same audio-visual resources
6. Other Resources
a. None

b. These courses will use the same resources
7. Funding
a. None

b. These courses will use the same funding resources
8. CONSULTATION WITH THE LIBRARY AND OTHER DEPARTMENTS OR UNITS

1. Library Consultation
2. Distance Education Consultation (Office of Extended Academic Programs)
3. Consultation with other departments or units

a. The Department of Psychology in the College of Arts and Sciences

b. The Department of Social Work in the College of Health and Human Services

c. The School of Nursing in the College of Health and Human Services
9. INITIATION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSAL

1. Originating Unit

a. Faculty within the Department of Special Education and Child Development unanimously elected to pursue this proposal on January 19, 2010. 

2. Other considering units

a. None.

10. ATTACHMENTS

1. Syllabus for SPED 6115  Nature and Needs of Autism Spectrum Disorders
2. Syllabus for SPED 6225  Communication, Daily Living and Social Skills for Autism Spectrum Disorders
3. Syllabus for SPED 6272  Program Design and Development for Autism Spectrum Disorders
4. Syllabus for SPED 6277  Program Assessment for Autism Spectrum Disorders
5. Consultations with the Office of Extended Academic Programs (Distance Education), the Department of Psychology, the Department of Social Work, and the School of Nursing
6. Consultations on Library Holdings

7. Letters of support: North Carolina Autism Society, Autism Speaks, Carolinas HealthCare System, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
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